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lieve more strongly than ever before that spirit, not matter, was
the ultimate reality." In awe and humility, he gazed at the sun.
the moon and the stars, and prayed that he be granted the capa-
city to understand and appreciate their mysteries. Here Akbar
merged himself with the Creator, and realized that social unity
was only the exterior of the spiritual oneness that underlay and
sustained the cosmos. Here was the enlightenment that gave a
new meaning to his programme of reform, and convinced him that
God did not create man to accentuate the differences of religion;
rather, religion could be a powerful means to strengthen the har-
monies visible all round. Like empiricists before and after him,
Akbar used the scientific method for his researches, but in the end
came to the conclusion that the instruments of geometry were
helpless beyond a point, and that a stage came after which the vast
unknown could be comprehended only by submission to His will.
Kashmir chastened him. He returned to Lahore, via Kabul, early
in 1590. Then began a new era of reform. The change that had
come over him found expression in many an overt and covert
way.
The return journey from Srinagar was marred by the passing
away of Hakim Fatehullah Khan and Amir Abul Fateh, both
admired by Akbar for their learning and loyalty. To quote from
Mirat-ul-Alam, the former, a Shi'ite from Shiraz, "was a worldy
man who often accompanied the Emperor on hunting parties with
a rifle on his shoulder and apowderkeginhis waist-band, perform-
ing feats of strength such as Rustam could not have performed."
He held the prestigious post of Sadr for many years before his
death. He fell ill shortly after reaching Srinagar, The royal physi-
cians strove hard to save hi? life, but .in vain. Akbar was stricken
with grief, and told Abul Fazl: "He was my confidant, my philoso-
pher, my physician and my astrologer. If he had fallen in the hands
of the Uzbegs, I would have given all my treasures to ransom himr
and would have gained by the bargain." He was buried near
Srinagar, on Takht-i-Sulaiman.
Amir Abul Fateh was another of the circle of the Emperor's
close friends. He died on 14 August at Dantir on Kashmir's
border with Punjab, and Akbar ordered that his body should be
carried to Hassan Abdal for burial ia a tomb which the deceased
had built for himself. Abul Fazl narrates in touching words the
story of Akbar's visits to the tent of the Amir while the latter was